
11/2/08 6:52 AM::::-=> WELCOME TO ASIA NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY SITE <=-::::

Page 1 of 2http://www.naturephotosociety.org.sg/ASP/Article.asp?DBAPublishDate=8/9/2005

Article

The Joys of Bird Photography
by FONG Chee Wai

Category: Bird

Pink-necked pigeon with chicks (Nikon D100 with 500mm + 1.4X TC 1/60 at f8)

Shopping, eating and karaoke singing are typical weekend activities that those living in Singapore
indulged in. Otherwise it will be chasing after the Singapore idol, the Great Singapore Sale, and
possibly the next great thing in town: the Singapore Casino. Having spent an entire week working in
an air-conditioned building cramped to accommodate 500 or more people, I yearned for open space
and fresh air in the weekends.

This desire to be out with nature was fulfilled whenever I get the opportunity to bring out my photographic
gears to do bird photography. I am often with a group of like-minded enthusiasts from the Nature
Photographic Society ( Singapore ). We shared this tedious, time-sapping, and expensive hobby, that no
mosquitoes, hot sun, rain, or inaccessible terrain can stopped us. In fact, the more challenging the conditions
are, the more resolved and persistent we get.

Common Tailorbird with grasshopper (Nikon D100 with 500mm + 1.4X TC 1/125 at f6.3)
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Brahminy Kite with fish (Nikon D2H with 500mm + 1.4X TC
1/500 at f5.6)

Brown-capped woodpecker (Nikon D100 with 70-
200VR + 2X TC 1/125 at f8)

Out in the field, where sometimes the constant buzzing of the insects seems almost orchestrated, a keen
sight and hearing is critical to pick up our target. While having the use of super-telephoto lenses (500mm
and above) will help you to get the birds larger in the frame, it also slows you down due to their weight and
bulk. The importance of a steady tripod and ballhead cannot be overemphasized here, which also add to the
overall load of gears that you have to lug around. Therefore, prior reece is often necessary to determine
locations that may offer favourable photographic opportunities. Once you are in the ground, it often pays to
understand the habitats of the birds that you are interested to photograph. Sunbirds, as the name implies will
usually be more active when the sun is out. They are often found feeding off the flowers in trees and shrubs
and their arrival is often preceded by a sharp one tone call. Tailorbirds however tend to hide in thick bushes
and foliages and give off a string of continuous notes. Pink-necked pigeons, the most beautiful pigeons in
Singapore , will keep very quiet as you approach but suddenly took off when you get too near.

Besides the numerous parks and gardens that you can visit, there are as many species of birds that are less
well-known but just as photogenic to be found in coastal mudflats, forest reserves, waste grassland and
reclaimed land in Singapore . Approaching these birds for photography is a test of your fieldwork, patience
and persistence. These wild birds are not adapted to the presence of humans and often, the only way to get
sufficiently near them is through the use of hides or photographing from a vehicle (make sure the wheels do
not get entrenched in soft mud!). Due to the small land mass in Singapore , these areas are fast diminishing
to make way for housing and industrial needs, or recreational facilities that require large tracts of land like
golf and country clubs (sigh!).

Bird photography allows me to relax from the stresses of urban living and yet enjoy nature, and at the same
time documenting their beauty and vulnerability to human destruction. I wished that many more in Singapore
will come to appreciate what nature can offer us and that we have a duty to preserve whatever remaining for
our future generations to enjoy.

Purple Heron in-flight (Nikon D100 with 80-400VR 1/350 at f8)
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